Intros & Conclusions


Your story (what’s covered in the T-chart) must be surrounded by Intro and Concluding paragraphs.  These are not part of the story.  The intro comes before – and separate from – the exposition.  The concluding paragraph comes after the resolution of your story.  

“The introduction serves as a transition by moving the reader from the world outside of your paper to the world within…The conclusion works in the opposite direction by moving readers from the world of your story back into their own world.”

Your paragraph starts with a lead – sentences to pull your readers in.  As in every other essay, you need to end your narrative intro with a thesis that says (or even better – insinuates) what the story will be about.  This should entice your audience to keep reading.

Your conclusion paragraph must offer a reflection:

· What was the point of your story?

· What did you learn?

· What did you take away from the experience?

A successful conclusion wraps back around to reference what was used in the intro; therefore, consider the big picture surrounding your story.  Answer the above question(s) before you start writing, so that you’re beginning with the end in mind.
